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Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the references listed on attached Form PTO-1449. One copy of each reference is 
attached. It is respectfully requested that the information be expressly considered during the 
prosecution of this application, and that the references be made of record therein and appear 
among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

It is believed that this Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing 
date of a first Office Action on the merits. No certification or fee is believed required. However, 
if a first Office Action has already been mailed, the Commissioner is authorized to charge the 
$180.00 fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p) and any other fees that may be due to Deposit Account 
No. 500471 to ensure consideration of the disclosed information. 

The Examiner's attention is directed to co-pending U.S. Patent Application No. 
09/738,468, filed December 15, 2000, which is directed to related technical subject matter. The 
identification of this U.S. Patent Application is not to be construed as a waiver of secrecy as to 
that application now or upon issuance of the present application as a patent. The Examiner is 
respectfully requested to consider the cited application and the art cited therein during 
examination. 



Respectfully submitted, 



DICKE, BDLLIG & CZAJA, P.A. 



701 Building, Suite 1250 
701 Fourth Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN 55415 
Telephone: (612) 573-2010 
Facsimile: (612) 573-2005 
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Please grant any extension of time necessary for entry; charge any fee due to Deposit Account No. 500471. 

CER l lMCATE UNDER 37 C.F.R. 1.8 : The undersigned hereby certifies that this paper or papers, as described herein, 
are being deposited in die United States Postal Service, as first class mail with sufficient postage, in an envelope 
addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C., 2023(1 on this 13th day of February, 2002. 



By_ 



Wi 



iam M. Hienz EI 
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